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State and federal fisheries in Alaska are primarily managed through limited 
entry and individual fishing quota programs. Today, permits and quotas 
to access commercial fisheries across the state are expensive. Many rural 
areas are experiencing permit out-migration, population decline and an 
increase in age of the fishermen who remain in their communities. Barriers 
to entry are the most commonly perceived negative impacts of limited entry 
and individual quota programsc. And while coastal youth in Alaska highly 
value fishing careers, they express minimal opportunities for entry and 
advancement in this sector given high costsd.

We want to understand what the next generation of fishermen in Alaska will 
look like. How do young people in rural fishing communities (specifically 
in the regions of Bristol Bay and Kodiak) view fishing? What are their 
perceived barriers to entering local fisheries, if they do want to participate? 
What are successful pathways to establishing ownership-level fishing 
careers among young residents? What can we do to curb permit flight? How 
can we sustain rural Alaska fishing livelihoods and communities?
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When Kodiak fishermen were asked: 
“would you advise a young person to 
enter fishing?”, over half responded 
positivelyb. 

local = resident of a rural community in Alaska • non-local = resident of urban Alaska communities or resident of another U.S. state 
resident = Alaska resident of any community • non-resident = resident of another U.S. state

a Shriver, J., et al. 2014. Changes in the distribution of Alaska’s commercial fisheries entry permits, 1975-2013.  CFEC Report 14-2N.
b Carothers, C. In press. Fisheries privatization, social transitions, and wellbeing in Kodiak’s fishery systems. Marine Policy. 
c Carothers, C. 2013. A survey of halibut IFQ holders: Market participation, attitudes, and impacts. Marine Policy. http://dx.doi.    
 org/10.1016/j. marpol.2012.08.007.
d Lowe, M. 2012. Alaska coastal community youth and the future. Report prepared for the Alaska Sea Grant College Program. Institute of  
 Social and Economic Research, Anchorage, Alaska.
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Migrations, which refer to 
the relocation of permit 
holders, have changed 
the resident/nonresident 
balance to a greater degree 
than permit transfersa.

Permit ownership among 
local and non-local 
residents in the Bristol 
Bay drift gillnet salmon 
fishery in 1975 and 2013a
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